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Little Known Christmas Trivia 

Inside This Issue:  

 

 Non-Christians Enjoy 
Christmas Too 
 

 De-Stress the 
Holidays 
 

 Celebrate Good 
Neighbor Month 

 
 What is Figgy 

Pudding Anyway? 
                                                                                            
Plus much, much more!!! 
 

 

“Our Services” Include:  

 
Kitchen/Bath Remodels  

Basement Finishing  

Additions  

Whole House Remodeling or Build  

 

Energy Efficient  

Siding/Windows  

 

Home Offices  

Certified Aging-in- Place Specialist  

 

Specialized Patio Covers 

 

Outdoor Kitchens  

 

CHRISTIE’S DESIGN/BUILD REMODELING 

 

 

 Most of Santa’s reindeer have male-sounding names, such as Blitzer, Comet, and 
Cupid. However, male reindeers shed their antlers around Christmas, so the reindeer 
pulling Santa’s sleigh are likely not male, but female or castrati. 
 

 The Germans made the first artificial Christmas trees out of dyed goose feathers. 
 

 All the gifts in the Twelve Days of Christmas would equal 364 gifts. 
 

 According to the Guinness world records, the tallest Christmas tree ever cut was a 
221-foot Douglas fir that was displayed in 1950 at the Northgate Shopping Center in 
Seattle, Washington. 
 

 According to data analyzed from Facebook posts, two weeks before Christmas is one 
of the two most popular times for couples to break up. However, Christmas Day is 
the least favorite day for breakups. 
 

 Christmas trees usually grow for about 15 years before they are sold. 
 

 The British wear paper crowns while they eat Christmas dinner. The crowns are 
stored in a tube called a “Christmas cracker.” 
 

 Christmas wasn’t declared an official holiday in the United States until June 26, 1870. 
 

 Mistletoe (Viscum album) is from the Anglo-Saxon word misteltan, which means 
“little dung twig” because the plant spreads though bird droppings. 
 

 The poinsettia is native to Mexico and was cultivated by the Aztecs, who called the 
plant Cuetlaxochitl (“flower which wilts”). For the Aztecs, the plant’s brilliant red 
color symbolized purity, and they often used it medicinally to reduce fever. Contrary 
to popular belief, the poinsettia is not poisonous, but holly berries are. 
 

 Early illustrations of St. Nicholas depict him as stern, commanding, and holding a 
birch rod. He was more a symbol of discipline and punishment than the jolly, 
overweight elf children know today. 
 

 The first person to decorate a Christmas tree was reportedly the Protestant reformer 
Martin Luther (1483-1546). According to legend, he was so moved by the beauty of 
the stars shining between the branches of a fir tree, he brought home an evergreen 
tree and decorated it with candles to share the image with his children. 
 

 It is estimated that the single “White Christmas” by Irving Berlin is the best selling 
single of all time, with over 100 million sales worldwide. 
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Christmas Day for Non-Christians 
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Christmas is celebrated by 95 percent of Americans, regardless of whether or not they are Christians (80 percent are). 

But even non-Christians can enjoy the non-religious aspects of the holiday. They may include putting up a decorated tree, 
hanging lights, exchanging gifts, having parties and even having visits from Santa Claus. Many celebrants focus on taking time 
for reflection or on reaching out with gifts for the needy people. 

There is a Jewish tradition in major cities that calls for extended families to enjoy an elaborate Chinese dinner at a favorite 
ethnic restaurant, since most Chinese restaurants remain open on Christmas Day. After dinner, they see a movie. 

In New York, another tradition has grown annually . . . walking tours of areas of the city. Many native New Yorkers, as well as 
foreign visitors, join the groups, which can number in the hundreds. 

For Muslims, atheists, non-celebrating families of mixed ethnic backgrounds and Jewish people, it's a time to exchange holiday 
work schedules with Christian colleagues. Swapping a day or two is appreciated by those working in places that never shut 
down, like hospitals, fire and police departments, 24/7 gas stations and emergency clinics. Others who don't celebrate 
Christmas just enjoy having a day to be at home with family. 

Some volunteer at nursing and retirement homes, which may be short-staffed, or work with a local organization that visits 
shut-ins, who are lonely over the holiday. Still others have started the tradition of helping with Christmas dinner at the 
Salvation Army or shelters for the homeless. They believe joy comes from doing for others. 

Outdoorsy non-Christians may combine a walking or hiking adventure with family and friends, or a winter sledding or skating 
party with a fireside punch and buffet party. 
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What Christmas message is written here? 

A B C D E F G H I J K M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z 

 

Below are ten clues, each of which relates to the first line of a 

different Christmas carol or song. Can you figure out what songs 

they are? 

 

1. CROAOF 

2. IDOAWC 

3. RTRNRHAVSN 

4. GGROBAR 

5. IHABCWY 

6. ISMKSC 

7. OTFDOCMTLGTM 

8. FTSWAJHS 

9. IBMBOJHSSOM 

10. JBJBJBR 

 

Answers on page 8 

Just for Fun 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holiday Stress Relief 

Christie’s Design/Build Remodeling  
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Prune the to-do list. Ask, “If I don’t do this, what will happen?” Aim to 

knock down the list of chores to the rock-bottom necessity. 

Cut the gift list. Rein in gift exchanges that have been outgrown or 

lost their meaning. Limit gifts to children only, draw names, or 

organize a gift exchange. 

Wrap as you go. Who needs to spend Christmas Eve catching up on 

wrapping chores? Sticky notes will help you keep track of gift 

contents. 

Buy, don’t bake. Turn your back on the oven this year. Supermarkets, 

bakeries and the freezer department of the discount warehouse are a 

great source for delicious, pre-baked holiday treats. 

Call, don’t send cards. Reach out and touch someone … the easy way. 

Online greeting cards are easy, inexpensive and fun to send. No more 

lines at the post office! 

Scale back décor. Substitute a simple door wreath for outdoor 

lighting, a tabletop tree for the over-the-top tannenbaum. Focusing 

holiday decor on the Big Three--front door, tree and focal point--can 

bring a festive feel to the house without day-long decorating sessions. 

Cut the clean-a-thon. Focus cleaning attention on kitchen and public 

rooms; private areas can slide til season’s end. Better to schedule 

deep-cleaning chores like carpet cleaning until after the wear-and-tear 

of the holiday season. 

Downsize dishwashing. Hand-washing fine china is nobody’s idea of a 

good time, so move to everyday stoneware. Simpler still: paper plates! 

Stay home! Cuddling down close to the hearth beats holiday travel 

any day. A holiday "stay-cation" allows for evening drives to see the 

lights, family camp-outs in front of the Christmas tree. 
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December Is: 

 

 Hi Neighbor Month 
 

 National Stress Free Family Holiday 
Month 

 

 Bingo’s Birthday Month 
 

 Read a New Book Month 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     
 
 
 

 

 

 

Do something this month to be a good neighbor. 

Even a friendly wave hello can work wonders and 

change the feel of your neighborhood. 

 

*Bring your neighbors a nice holiday card so they 

get to know your name. 

*Bake them some cookies or other homemade 

treats to share. 

*Offer your neighbor a small plant or a bouquet of 

flowers. Some beauty during these barren months 

is lovely. 

*Host a holiday open house. It doesn’t have to be 

expensive or fancy; just a couple desserts and some 

coffee and you’re set to get to know your 

neighbors. Print some flyers with the details and 

stick them in your neighbor’s mailboxes. 

               

 

Be a Good 
Neighbor!  
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To solve a sudoku, you only need logic and patience. No math is required. 
Simply make sure that each 3x3 square region has a number 1 through 9 with only one 

occurrence of each number. 
Each column and row of the large grid must have only one instance of the numbers 1 

through 9. 
The difficulty rating on this puzzle is easy. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Around The House Newsletter 

Wash your hands often 

Keeping hands clean is one of the most important steps you can take to avoid getting sick and spreading germs to others. Wash 
your hands with soap and warm water for at least 20 seconds. Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or 
sneeze. 

Stay warm 

Cold temperatures can cause serious health problems, especially in infants and older adults. Stay dry, and dress warmly in 
several layers of loose-fitting, tightly woven clothing. 

Manage stress 

Keep a check on over-commitment and over-spending. Balance work, home, and play. Get support from family and friends. Keep 
a relaxed and positive outlook and get enough sleep. 

Travel safely by car 

Whether you're traveling across town or across the country, take steps to ensure that your trip is safe. Don't drink and drive, 
and don't let someone else drink and drive. Wear a seat belt every time you drive or ride in a motor vehicle. Always buckle your 
child in the car using a child safety seat, booster seat, or seat belt according to his/her height, weight, and age. 

Watch the kids 

Children are at high risk for injuries. Keep a watchful eye on them when they're eating and playing. Have potentially dangerous 
toys, food, drinks, household items, choking hazards (like coins and hard candy), and other objects out of kids' reach. Learn how 
to provide early treatment for children who are choking, and make sure toys are used properly. 

Prevent injuries 

Injuries can occur anywhere and some occur around the holidays. Use step stools instead of furniture when hanging 
decorations. 

Keep candles away from children, pets, walkways, trees, and curtains. 

Never leave fireplaces, stoves, or candles unattended. Don't use generators, grills, or charcoal-burning devices inside your home 
or garage. 
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WE WELCOME THIS MONTH’S NEW CLIENTS TO THE 
“CHRISTIE’S REMODELING FAMILY” 

 

Here are some of our new clients that became members of the “Christie’s 
Remodeling Family” this past month. I’d like to welcome you and wish you all 

the best! 
 

Harry and Ruth Smith of Brighton 
Jessica McKenzie of Denver 

 

Enjoying the Season AND Keeping it Safe 
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Ingredients 

 1 pound ground pork sausage 

 1 teaspoon mustard powder 

 ½ teaspoon salt 

 4 eggs, beaten 

 2 cups milk 

 6 slices white bread, toasted and cut into cubes 

 8 ounces mild cheddar cheese, shredded 
 

Directions 

 

 Crumble sausage into a medium skillet. Cook over medium heat until evenly brown; drain. 

 

 In a medium bowl, mix together mustard powder, salt, eggs and milk. Add the sausage, bread cubes, and 

cheese, and stir to coat evenly. Pour into a greased 9x13 inch baking dish. Cover, and chill in the refrigerator  

            for 8 hours, or overnight. 
 

 

 Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). 

 

 Cover, and bake 45 to 60 minutes. Uncover, and reduce temperature to 325 degrees F (165 degrees C). Bake 

for an additional 30 minutes, or until set. 

 

Recipe Source: AllRecipes.com 

 

 
Now bring us some figgy pudding …  

 

It's amazing what a brief mention in one Victorian-era Christmas carol can do for an obscure little dessert called figgy 
pudding. Every year, thousands of people around the world become curious about the dessert mentioned in the 
secular English carol "We Wish You a Merry Christmas." Apparently, the party-goers mentioned in the lyrics refuse to 
leave until they get some of this pudding from their host. This must be some seriously good pudding. 

 

Figgy pudding is more of a cake than a pudding. There have been recipes for it since the 15th century, although its 
popularity as a Christmas dessert probably reached its peak during the late 19th century. Several factors have 
significantly hampered the expansion of the figgy pudding industry, including an interminably long cooking time, an 
exotic ingredients list and a cringe-inducing dependency on saturated fats for texture. 
 
There are numerous recipes for this pudding, from a traditional steamed version similar to modern bread pudding to a 
pastry-covered blend of figs, dates, fruits and spices. Nearly all recipes call for three or four hours of steaming. The 
most traditional figgy pudding recipe is very similar to a carrot cake base blended with a custard. Chopped figs are 
added for flavoring and texture, along with chopped dates or apples when available. The spices are similar to carrot or 
spice cake: cinnamon, allspice and nutmeg are commonly used. 

Chinese Cookies 
 

 1 cup each  semisweet chocolate chips and peanut butter chips 

 1 cup chow mein noodles 

 1 cup dry roasted peanuts 
 
Melt the chocolate and peanut butter chips together in a double boiler, stirring 
frequently. Mix the chow mein noodles and peanuts, then pour chocolate mixture 
over and stir to coat. Drop mixture on waxed paper lined baking sheet and refrigerate. 
 

Call Today To 

Learn How To 

Save On Your 

Next Home 

Project  

(303) 

833-4715 
 

Holiday Breakfast Casserole 
 

http://www.wisegeek.com/what-is-christmas.htm
http://www.wisegeek.com/what-is-a-carrot.htm
http://www.wisegeek.com/what-is-custard.htm
http://www.wisegeek.com/what-is-allspice.htm
http://www.wisegeek.com/what-is-nutmeg.htm
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**$800 REMAINING** 

 
Each year, because of the nature of our business, we spend thousands of dollars on advertising, much of that money 

wasted over the past years learning what works for our company. Since referrals from our clients and friends have 

always been the best source of new business, we thought, ñWhy waste our money on unproductive advertising and 

spend some of our advertising dollars on what works best - referralsò? Itôs our way of saying, ñThanks for the 

Referralò and giving recognition to our good friends and clients who help support us! 

As this is our slower time of year we are now offering anyone who sends us a referral and 

this referral sig ns a contract by the end of the year for over $5,000, we will send you a 

$500 reward!!!  

The Christieôs family wants to thank Justin and Cheryl Cooper for sending us our new customer, 

Jessica McKenzie. Please look for your $500 reward in the mail. 
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$2,500 Give Away!  
 

 

CHRISTIEõS DESIGN/BUILD REMODELING is asking for your help. When you send your referrals, you 

are helping the business grow. To say, ñThank Youò Christieôs is offering these special rewards for you and your 
friends and family.  
Hereôs how it works:  
You’ll receive $200 for each referral. That’s $200 for referring your friends, family, and your neighbors, etc. 
WOW that’s easy money! *  

 

Your referral will receive $500 discount off their final payment*  

 

There is no limit to the amount you can earn! Refer as many times as you want.  

 

You or your referral can call, fax, or email their contact information to us and we’ll take it from there!  

 

Our rewards program runs until the $2,500 is gone or until the end of the year (12/31/2012), whichever 
comes first! Watch for future newsletters for the future balance.  

 

 

 

Rest assured, at CHRISTIE’S DESIGN/BUILD REMODELING weôll treat your family, friends, neighbors, and co-
workers with the care and professionalism youôve come to trust.  

 

Call: (303) 833-4715 
Fax: (303) 325-7344 

Email: Office@ChristiesCompleteServices.com 

 

 

 
**We must receive the referral information in our office or we wonôt know to give you credit for the referral. To receive the $200.00, the contract 
minimum is $5,000.00. A contract must be signed and deposit received by Christieôs before the referral compensation will be issued. There is no 
limit to the number of times you can receive compensation.  

 

mailto:Office@ChristiesCompleteServices.com
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114 8th Street, #105  

Dacono, CO 80514  

 

(303) 833-4715  

(303) 325-7344 fax  

 

Office@Christies 

CompleteServices.com  

 

www.ChristiesComplet

e Services.com 
 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTIE’S REMODELING 
Money Saving Coupon  

 

Basement Finishing ~ Bath Remodeling ~ 

Kitchen Remodeling ~ Additions ~ Whole House 

Remodeling ~ Siding ~ Windows ~ Outdoor 

Kitchens ~ Decks ~Energy Efficient Makeovers ~ 

Tenant Finishing ~ Handicap Accessibility 

Remodeling ~ Certified Aging in Place Specialist 

(CAPS) Remodeling ~ Home Offices 

 

OUT WITH THE OLD, IN 

WITH THE NEW ²XD@Q SG@S

IS! 
 

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY ¦ BUY 4 ENERGY EFFICIENT 

WINDOWS & RECEIVE ONE FOR FREE!! 

 

HURRY - CALL NOW!! 

303-833-4715 

 

CONTRACT MUST BE SIGNED BY 

January 30, 2013 

 
*FREE WINDOW MUST BE OF EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE THAN OTHER WINDOWS* 

 

NOEL - Get it...`no L` 
 
1. A Christmas Song 
(Chestnuts roasting on an 
open fire...) 
2. White Christmas (I'm 
dreaming of a white 
Christmas...) 
3. Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer (Rudolph the red-
nosed reindeer, had a very 
shiny nose...) 
4. Grandma Got Run Over By 
a Reindeer (Grandma got run 
over by a reindeer...) 
5. Blue Christmas (I'll have a 
blue Christmas without you...) 
6. I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa 
Claus (I saw mommy kissing 
Santa Claus...) 
7. The 12 Days of Christmas 
(On the first day of Christmas, 
my true love gave to me...) 
8. Frosty, the Snowman 
(Frosty, the snowman, was a 
jolly, happy soul...) 
9. I'm Gettin' Nothin' for 
Christmas (I broke my bat on 
Johnny's head, somebody 
snitched on me...) 
10. Jingle Bell Rock (Jingle 
bell, jingle bell, jingle bell 
rock...)  


